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Refugee Settlement Assistance by Non-governmental organizations
in Japan

Takahito OGINO

Division of Human Sciences, Department of Human Sciences, Aichi Mizuho College

More than 30 years have passed since Japan began allowing refugees to live here.
During that period, Japan accepted approx. 11,000 Indo-Chinese refugees and 600 convention
refugees. Furthermore, getting refugees in Myanmar to settle in Japan is being promoted as a
pilot case. As a result, we can assume that living with refugees will be a common aspect of life
in Japan.

Generally, various types of support are needed for Refugee's re-settlement. In Japan,
these supports are offered by the private sectors such as non-government organizations.
However, the manner in which this support is given has not been clear.

Based on this background, the present study aims to clarify the various types of
assistance that have been granted to Indo-Chinese refugees by non-governmental
organizations through an analysis of 5 NGO’s recording practices.

The results of the analysis clarifies that the 5§ NGO offered refugees living in Japan the
following three kinds of supports from 1981 to 2000: “supports for daily lives,” “supports for
the succession of their own culture,” and “supports for each of these activities.”
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