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Abstract

This study examined the characteristics of yogo teachers’ research activities and related factors,
with the aim of clarifying the influences of such activities on work-related duties. The study was
conducted within the period between August 8 and September 12, 2012, involving 124 yogo teachers
working at public elementary and junior high schools located in A-Prefecture.

On factor analysis of yogo teachers’ research activity scale scores, the following 3 factors were
extracted: “motivation to conduct research”, “environments for research activities”, and
“Implementation of research projects”.

With factor 1: “motivation to conduct research”, the status of research, anticipated levels of
difficulty, usefulness, pleasure, burdensomeness, verification of implementation, and self-efficacy
were associated. With factor 2: “environments for research activities”, the experience of presenting
implemented research projects, status of research, anticipated levels of usefulness, pleasure,
burdensomeness, and self-efficacy were associated. With factor 3: “implementation of research
projects”, the experience of presenting implemented research projects, status of research,
anticipated levels of difficulty, usefulness, pleasure, burdensomeness, job satisfaction level,
verification of implementation, and self-efficacy were associated.

The status of research, anticipated levels of usefulness, pleasure, burdensomeness, and
self-efficacy showed significant correlations with all 3 factors. The job satisfaction level was
significantly correlated only with “implementation of research projects”. Attributes or interpersonal
relationships in the workplace were not significantly correlated with any factor.

These results indicate the possibility of yogo teachers’ research activities being markedly
influenced by their own “motivation to conduct research”. It was also suggested that yogo teachers
showing a high level of “motivation to conduct research” perform research activities while
independently creating appropriate personal and physical environments for such activities, and
that this enhances their self-efficacy regarding work-related duties.
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