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The present paper looks into the reasons why students in the department of early
childhood nursing apply to be child care workers, and further into the potential motives
they would have from their backgrounds. Taking junior college students in the early
childhood nursing department as main subjects, and students in the school health caring
department and the department of nutrition from the same college as comparison groups,
the research has been conducted.

The research is based on the questionnaires and interviews. The questionnaires asked for
following information: 1) an ideal occupation in their lower grades, upper grades, junior
high school, and high school ages 2) a figure who had the most impact on their career path
selection 3) their views for the idea saying that children should be taken care of by mothers’
hands until the age of three 4) their study habits at junior high and high school 5) their
workplace experience or volunteer experience at nursery schools or kindergartens 6) their
typical career after graduation. The interviews were for those who are going to enter the
early childhood nursing department and about their previous experience of playing the
piano.

This investigation presents that 1) students in the early childhood nursing department, in
most cases, belong to either identity diffusion or identity moratorium of the four stages in
Marcias identity status and are mentally unready to be child care workers as their
occupation although they wish to be one 2) students of any stage in Marcia’s identity status
are greatly influenced by the workplace experience or volunteer experience at nursery
schools or kindergartens, with which point they make a decision to be child care workers 3)
their teachers at high school had the most impact on their career path selection, followed by
mothers, and fathers 4) considering their previous experience of playing the piano and
study habits at high school as indicators to measure their readiness, there are a fairly large
number of students entering the early childhood nursing department being not ready
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enough 5) between students in the early childhood nursing department and students in
other departments, there is a remarkable difference in responding to the question asking if
children should be taken care of by mothers’ hands in their houses until the age of three,
what is called “till-3-year-old” myth. While most of the students in the school health caring
department and the department of nutrition answered that the mother should be the one
who gives care to her child until the age of three, more than 70 percent of students in the
early childhood nursing department answered that they were not sure if the mother should
be the one. It is still not clear if that is because students with this view tend to enter the
early childhood nursing department or because what they learn during the course such as
social care services for children gives them this kind of view.
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