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Abstract

The focus of this study is on “General Theory in Childcare and Education,” a subject introduced, with a crucial role to play,
in the curricula for the education and training of nursery school and kindergarten teachers. The key objective of this study is
to reconsider the theoretical foundations of this subject in approaching its progressive implementation.

Other subjects related to the content of childcare and education within the curricula for the education and training of
nursery school and kindergarten teachers include, “Curriculum Theory in Kindergarten Education,” “Early Childhood
Education Methods,” “Principles of Childcare and Education,” and “Principles of Early Childhood Education.” Therein, the
subject most closely related to General Theory in Childcare and Education is “Curriculum Theory in Early Childhood
Education.” However, to date, there has been little investigation into the content of General Theory in Childcare and
Education at the syllabus level and few clear investigations into its ranking in relation to other subjects. Therefore, in this
study, we engage in a structured theoretical inquiry into “General Theory in Childcare and Education” that can assist with
general teaching in the field of childhood care and education. This paper reviews prior research into early childhood
education curriculum studies in Japan and aims to elicit suggestions that will contribute to the conceptualization of General

Theory in Childcare and Education
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