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The development of policies and of issues for alcohol- related
problems in JAPAN

Kazuhiko TANAKA
Division of Human Sciences, Department of Human Sciences,

Aichi Mizuho College

With increase of economic growth in our country, the amount of alcohol consumption in our
country has been dramatically increased in the past decade. As a result of the increased
consumption of alcohol among people, various and critical alcohol-related problems has emerged
, Initially, the policies and programs for the problems were centered on treatment and resolution.
Now we can observe new developments in the policies and in the program which focus on
prevention of the problems and education of general public on the alcohol-related problems and
their social and psychological implications.

This study found that the new developments in the policies and programs have helped to reduce
number of alcohol-related problems today. We learned the importance of preventive measures in
the problems.

The alcohol-related problems often work for destructing one’s physical and psychological
condition and lead to various family life destructions. Now we are in needs of more effective
policies and programs to prevent family disintegration. To realize this objective, we need to
further develop skillful social work intervention along with affective psychological and medical
services in the field of alcohol-related problems.

Keyword: alcohol-related problems; the policies and programs for alcohol-related problems;
alcohol dependence; social welfare policies and programs.
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