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Autopoiesis and Affordance

Yasumasa ANNEN

Division of Human Sciences, Department of Human Sciences, Aichi Mizuho College

Two types of methodology for life, studies based on evolution and autopoiesis, are discussed.

In the former

studies, there are four types of problem setting method: mechanism, development, function, and evolution (Tinbergen,

1963).

The latter methodology, concepts on autopoiesis, leads biology and psychology to the new style of studies:
artificial life, which has no constraint on the history of life on the earth.

On the other hand, theory of affordance

(ecological psychology) , which is the study belonging to functional type of problem setting method, is liberated from
Descartesian mind-body dualism and is deeply linked to the concept of autopoiesis.

Key words: evolution; ecological psychology; theory of life; scala naturae; instinct and intelligence.
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