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Study on involvement of school nurse

with children requiring special needs education

Hiroko KANEKO and Masashi YOKOTA*
Aichi Mizuho Graduate School of Human Sciences ,*Department of Human Sciences, Aichi Mizuho College

Purpose of this study is to present the involvement of school nurse with children requiring special
needs education at elementary and junior high schools.
Methods:
1) Questionnaires were sent by mail to 750 of school nurse and homeroom teachers of elementary
and junior high schools.
2) Interviews were conducted to 16 of parents and 13 of students with developmental disorder.
3) Behaviors of children with developmental disorder were observed.
Results:
1) The collection rate was 32.1% from school nurse and 25.9% from homeroom teachers.
2) The number of children with developmental disorder was on the increase, while there was a
gap in perception among school nurse and homeroom teachers, regarding the enrollment of
children with developmental disorder.
3) Children with developmental disorder had a tendency to use nurse’s office more frequently.
4) Cooperation of nursing teachers to parents was achieved by 36.9% in elementary schools and
25.3% in junior high schools.
5) Cooperation of parents to school nurse was achieved by 44.4% in elementary schools and 57.1%
in junior high schools.
6) The survey showed that parents were worried about how they should treat their children.
7) There was a tendency that parents felt more comfortable to ask a school nurse for advice than a
homeroom teacher.
8) Children with developmental disorder had some kind of troubles at school.
Considerations:
1) School nurse can have a better grasp of the actual situation of each child.
2 School nurse are required to fully understand the general characteristics of developmental
disorder identify any particular problem to each child and make contact with them based on the
understandings.

Therefore, it is essential for school nurse to be aware of signs from children and to have

different view points from homeroom teachers and parents.

3) To achieve collaboration, teachers and parents should understand each other’s positions well,
but they also need to respect each other and have a sense of mutual support.
Summary:

As the number of children with developmental disorder has been increasing, schools are seeking
to take prompt action while deepening the understanding of disorders. It is advisable for school
nurse to respond to children requiring special needs education according to the actual situation
which is particular to each child in front of them not by the diagnosis of disorder.
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